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RALPH N. KLEPS AWARD FOR IMPROVEMENT  
IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE COURTS 

 

2010–2011 NOMINATION FORM  
 

Due by Friday, August 27, 2010, 5 p.m. 
Please have your Executive Office  

e-mail this form to Deirdre Benedict at deirdre.benedict@jud.ca.gov. 
For questions, call her at 415-865-8915.  

 
 
Court:  Nomination category:  
 (1, 2, 3, 4, or 5)   
 
Title of program:   
 
 
Category 5 only: List the lead court and all collaborating court partners: 
 
 
 
 
Program location/address:   
 
 
 
Program contact (name and title):  
 
Contact phone number (with area code):   
 
Contact e-mail address:  
 
Has this program been nominated for a Kleps Award before?
 
 If so, when? _______ 
 
If so, please indicate what changes, if any, have been made to the program, since the last submission? 
(maximum of 150 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:deirdre.benedict@jud.ca.gov
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If so, please indicate lessons learned by the program, if any, since the last submission? 
(maximum of 150 words)  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Program summary: (maximum of 150 words)  
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RALPH N. KLEPS AWARD FOR IMPROVEMENT  

IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE COURTS 
 

2010–2011 NOMINATION FORM  

Program Details* 
 

1. Program description: You have a maximum of 1,000 words to address all
     all questions within this section. Please use the text box immediately 
     following this question to respond and please identify which question
     you are addressing (i.e., #2-g).
 

 
 a. What problem or need does this program address? 

 
 

     
b.  Was this program initiated to implement or advance any particular law or rule of

court? If yes, please describe.  
               c.  When did the program become fully operational?  

 
d. What are the program’s goals or desired outcomes? 

 e. Describe the program and address each of the following areas: staffing, program 
activities, sources of funding—including grants—and specific program budget and in-
kind resources needed to develop and operate the program.  

f. The Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) facilitates communication among 
communities of practice in the courts by offering group e-mail discussion listserves.  
A complete listing of listserves maintained by the AOC is available at 
http://serranus.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/listservs.htm (requires Serranus access). 
Please use the appropriate listserves to see if similar programs are operating in other 
courts. Please describe the results of your listserve research or other steps you took. 

 

g. If similar programs are operating in other courts, where are they? Describe how your 
program is significantly different or enhanced. 

 

h. Describe your court’s sustainability plan for the program.  

 
 
 
 * Please see the Kleps Award FAQs, which may help you answer these questions. 
 



2010–2011 Ralph N. Kleps Award Nomination                                                                                                    Page 4 of 9 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2010–2011 Ralph N. Kleps Award Nomination                                                                                                    Page 5 of 9 
 

 
RALPH N. KLEPS AWARD FOR IMPROVEMENT  

IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE COURTS 
 

2010–2011 NOMINATION FORM  
 
2. Award eligibility requirements: You have a maximum of 600 words to
     address all questions within this section. Please use the text box immediately following
     this question to respond and please identify which question you are addressing (i.e., #2-g). 
   
  
      a.  Innovation is defined as “creating or significantly enhancing a concept, goal, and/or 

     objective that improves the performance and practices of the court relative to its size, 
     community, and available resources.” Why do you consider your program innovative? 
     Please provide specific details.   

 

      b.   Please describe the role the nominating court played as the primary lead of the program. 
 

     
 
      c.   Please describe in detail involvement by any noncourt partners. 

 
 
      d. Which of the six goals of the judicial branch listed in the branch’s strategic plan are 

       furthered by this program? 
 

e. Please describe how this program addresses or incorporates one or more of the four key 
elements of procedural fairness: respect, voice, neutrality/impartiality, and trust. 

 
f. How would you recommend that other courts replicate or transfer, or sustain this 

program? What obstacles might other courts encounter? Please be specific about what 
you will be able to share with other courts to replicate this program. Estimate the cost to 
other courts to implement the program.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
** Please see the branch publication, Procedural Fairness in the California Courts, available on the California 
Courts Web site at www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/profair and the Judicial Council’s Commission for Impartial Courts
section of the Web site at www.courtinfo.ca.gov/jc/tflists/commimpart.htm.   
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RALPH N. KLEPS AWARD FOR IMPROVEMENT  
IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE COURTS 

 

2010–2011 NOMINATION FORM  
 
 
3. Program evaluation and impact: You have a maximum of 600 words
      to address all the questions within this section. Please use the text box immediately
     following this question to respond and please identify which question you are addressing
     (i.e., #2-g).

a. How do you know the program is successful? 

 

b. Who are the major beneficiaries of your program? 
 

c. How are you measuring the impacts of the program? 
 

d. What are the program’s evaluation results, outcomes, or benefits?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*** The “Program Evaluation Tip Sheet,” will help you identify and describe your program evaluation methods 
and results.
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4. For Category 5, Collaborative Programs only: You have a maximum of 
     300 words to address all questions within this section. Please use the text box immediately
     following this question to respond and please identify which question you are addressing (i.e. #2-g). 
      

  a.  What inspired this collaboration?  

b. What roles did each collaborative court partner take on during the planning and 
implementation of the program?  

 c. Was any one court considered the lead partner? 

 
d.  Describe the specific contributions made by each collaborative court partner.  
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RALPH N. KLEPS AWARD FOR IMPROVEMENT  

IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE COURTS 
 

2010–2011 NOMINATION CHECKLIST  
 
 
Did you remember to…. 

 
□ Answer each question completely within the total number of 

words allotted? 
 

□ Designate a single contact person from the court who will be 
responsible for securing additional information and coordinating 
the site visit? 
 

□ Check with your peers to see if similar programs have been 
launched in other California courts? 
(http://serranus.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/listservs.htm) 
 

□ Attach the completed “Potential Dates for Kleps Committee Site 
Visits” form? 
 

□ Submit the completed nomination to your Executive Office to 
review, approve, and submit the nomination on the court’s behalf                                 
by Friday, August 27, 2010?  
 

  
 
 
 

  
Thank you for your interest in the 
 Ralph N. Kleps Award Program 
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